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“How did it get so late so soon? �Its night before its afternoon. �December is here before its June. �My goodness how the time has flewn. �How did it get so late so soon?”�(Dr. Seuss)


Define empty and full. Contrast and discuss connotation and visual imagery.





Empty�



Full�
�
Containing nothing, or nothing but air�
Replete (completely filled)�
�
Evacuated; not filled�
Abounding with; having a large quantity or abundance�
�
Unfurnished�
Supplied; not vacant�
�
Void�
Plump; fat�
�
Destitute of force or effect�
Saturated; sated (filled)�
�
Unsubstantial, unsatisfactory; not able to fill the mind or the desires�
Complete; entire; not defective or partial�
�
Having nothing to carry�
Strong; not faint or attenuated (thin)�
�
Hungry�
Entire; complete; denoting the completeness of a sentence�
�
Unfruitful; producing nothing�
Mature; perfect�
�
Wanting substance; wanting solidity�
Spread to view in all dimensions�
�
Without effect�
Abundant�
�



Illustrations: 


	1. A friend comes over for tea. Will you offer her an empty pot of tea?


	2. Your husband has been cutting the grass for two hours on a 99-degree day.	Will you take him an empty cup?


3. Your children come home from school/or go to the frig for lunch, do they find an empty refrigerator?


4. A test result shows that you have diabetes. Does your doctor hand you an empty prescription?


5. Your neighbor has come over in tears—heartbroken that her dog has died. Would you offer her an empty box of tissues?  
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Individual Highlights:


Inside Story	2


Inside Story	3


Inside Story	4


Inside Story	5


Inside Story	6


Inside Story	7


Last Story	8





Special Interest Articles:





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.

















Key Scripture:





Philippians 4:13 (NIV)


“My God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory, in Christ Jesus.”





Benediction:





Ephesians 3:14-19


“For this reason I kneel before the Father from whom the whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.”


�











"Technically, empty nest is often portrayed as a strained stage in the developmental process of life. Spiritually, it is a brand-new opportunity to deepen your understanding and embrace your identity in Christ by:�(1) Learning to live life with open hands, as expressed in Proverbs 31:28.�(2) Develop your spiritual gifts, as noted in 1 Corinthians 12-14 (esp. 1 Corinthians 14:12—“try to excel in gifts that build up the church”).�(3) Expand your Biblical worldview and participate in the Biblical mandate of Matthew 28:19—going forth and making disciples.�(4) Serve the Body of Christ with renewed vigor (Romans 12:1-2, “our reasonable service”.�Through the lucid account of Biblical mothers, The Virtuous Woman, Hannah and Mary, we will see that “the empty nest syndrome” is merely man’s attempt to understand a God-ordained season of life, which, when properly addressed, can become a new nest of spiritual intimacy, relationship development, mission opportunities, and Biblical studies."
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A syndrome? “In �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medicine"��medicine� and �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psychology"��psychology�, the term syndrome refers to the association of several clinically recognizable features, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sign_(medicine)"��signs� (observed by a physician), �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Symptom"��symptoms� (reported by the patient), phenomena or characteristics that often occur together, so that the presence of one feature alerts the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Physician"��physician� to the presence of the others. In recent decades the term has been used outside of medicine to refer to a combination of phenomena seen in association. The term syndrome derives from its Greek roots and means literally ‘run together’, as the features do. It is most often used to refer to the set of detectable characteristics when the reason that they occur together (the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pathophysiology"��pathophysiology� of the syndrome) has not yet been discovered” (� HYPERLINK "http://www.emptynestmoms.com" ��www.emptynestmoms.com�).


____________________


When we look into the Mirror of the World, we believe the lie. We believe that when our children leave the home, we will have an empty life. Because we are emotional beings—God gave us emotions—we will “feel” sad and often disoriented when our children leave the nest. This is a natural response to this phase of development. The problem comes when we choose to give way or “yield” to these emotions and remain under their control. In order to move forward, and the key is to move forward, we must give it time and give it to God.


 Empty nest syndrome, as the world calls this phase, is often accompanied by loneliness, sadness, depression, isolation, lack of purpose and confusion or disorientation, which defined means, (1) “loss of one’s sense of direction, position, or relationship with one’s surroundings and (2) mental confusion or impaired awareness, especially regarding time, place, or personal identity (� HYPERLINK "http://www.dictionary.com" ��www.dictionary.com�). Therefore, it is imperative to engage in a time of orientation—a time of allowing God to guide you as you adjust to your new nest. 














A season. Oswald Chambers, author of “My Utmost for His Highest” writes, “Experience is never your guide; experience is the doorway for you to know the Author of the experience. Get at the knowledge of God for yourself, be a continuous learner and the truth will open on the right hand and on the left until you find there is not a problem in human life that Jesus Christ cannot deal with.” �________________________


Scripture agrees. When we look into the Mirror of God’s Word, we find no mention of “phases of human development” or “syndromes,” no, we find God mentioning “seasons” and “appointed time(s).” Let’s look specifically at Ecclesiastes 3:1-14, making note of:


The transliteration of “season” in the Hebrew is, “zeman” (n) (in Strong’s, 2163, 2165) meaning, “a set time; an appointed time.” Appointed meaning, “predetermined; equipped; provided with what is necessary” (dictionary.com). 


Matthew Henry’s commentary, “Those things which to us seem most casual and contingent are, in the counsel and foreknowledge of God, punctually determined, and the very hour of them is fixed, and can neither be anticipated nor adjourned a moment.” God’s Word clarifies that “to everything there is a season” (Eccles. 3:1-14, NIV) and that “our times are in his hands” (Psalm 31:14-16).


God’s Word exhorts forward motion. 


(Paul writes in Philippians 3:13-15 about “forgetting what is behind and straining towards what is ahead.”
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Syndrome (mirror of the world) vs. Season (mirror of the Word)
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“”””Being a mother means that your heart is no longer yours; it wanders wherever your children do.””








priced of god: motherhood
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