Hearing aid(s)
“Hearing is when the sound reaches your ears.
Listening is when it reaches your brain” 
and I add, your heart.
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“Listening is different. It expands on hearing when we pay attention to the meaning of what we hear. We do that when we’re merely hearing the words someone else is speaking. They’re just vibrations in the atmosphere. We nod, smile, perhaps even respond, but are we listening? Hardly. Listening requires that we open to the meaning of the other person’s words, that we--in a very real way--enter into 
the experience those words are meant to convey.”
-Judith Sherven, PhD and James Sniechowski, PhD
I    john 10:3-5. know his voice. follow his lead. 


· What I love most about verses 3-5 is the pattern: 
1. Gatekeeper opens the gate.
2. The sheep listen to his voice.
3. He, the Shepherd, goes on before them. He leads.
4. The sheep follow his lead.
5. They know his voice.
Read it one more time: “The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.”

· “Follow” means to “walk along the same road.” How are you “following” Jesus today? Are you “following” strangers, i.e. certain behaviors, friends, patterns, music, activities, etc. that might be leading you down the wrong road?

II    isaiah 50: 3-5. listen [turn your ear] to his voice.

· Read this scripture:
“The Sovereign LORD has given me a well-instructed tongue, 
 to know the word that sustains the weary. 
 He wakens me morning by morning, 
 wakens my ear to listen like one being instructed. 
The Sovereign LORD has opened my ears; 
 I have not been rebellious, 
 I have not turned away.”

· Proverbs 1:5 says it this way, “The wise listen and add to their learning.” This is the scripture that has really rocked my world lately. I keep waking up at 5 or 5:30 am. “Really, Lord,” I smile. “Really?” But, it’s been cool. There in the quiet, I’ve been hearing his whispers about some things going on in my life. 

· Try turning your ear to God this week. Don’t be a “fool” but be “wise.”
Read Proverbs 3 and see how wisdom works. 

· Read pgs. 113-115 in “Rock-Solid Families” taking special notice of the comparison chart, “Wisdom and Folly.”

III    luke 11:28. obey his voice. 
· Think hard about Jesus’ words:
“He replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear [turn the ear] the word of God and obey it.” The key word tucked in the beginning of this passage is “rather.” Rather defined, “more readily or willingly.” Go back and read the verse right before this one: Luke 11:27. Why did Jesus say “rather” anyway?

· Why is the placement of the adverb, rather, so key here? Maybe this week you could examine your life and ask, “Are there other things I’d rather do than make room for God in my life?” Just a thought.

IV    1 corinthians 12:2-4. Find your voice (speak).


“Rushing severely hampers our ability to discern the ineffable mystery of 
God in the mysterious and ordinary blessings of ordinary life, those things 
that are beyond us and those things that are right in front of us. 

One the best ways to apprehend God’s reality is to show up in life. 

This is portable devotion, worship that is not limited to precise times 
and special places. It is possible at any time; discernment determines 
whether or not we are awake within such moments.”

-Kirk Byron Jones, “Addicted to Hurry”


· Read through 1 Corinthians 12:2-4. 

“What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us. This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words. The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit.”

· We’ve talked a lot about God’s Divine Invitation (the Big “C” Calling), where he calls us to himself. The Divine Dance, here, is that God invites us to “walk along the road” with him and in doing so, we discover our Divine Purpose and (c)alling(s): those areas where we are gifted, talented, and designed to serve God in this world. In the writing world, this is called “finding your voice.” 

· What is your voice? As we spend time with God, we learn to hear those “sacred signals” and find our “voice.” Rachelle Gardner, Literary Agent, writes, “Your writer's voice is the expression of YOU on the page. It's that simple—and that complicated. Your voice is all about honesty. It's the unfettered, non-derivative, unique conglomeration of your thoughts, feelings, passions, dreams, beliefs, fears and attitudes, coming through in every word you write.

Voice is all about your originality and having the courage to express it.”

· This is the coolest part of this entire teaching:
Make room for God ( Spend time with God ( Listen closely for His voice in the day-to-day ( Experience portable devotion + time in the Word of God ( Follow the teachings ( Discover the (c)all of God on your life by living a wide-awake life looking for the sacred signals ( Fulfill His plan ( advance the kingdom of God here on earth.  

